
Fishing Industry
Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries

Introduction

Welcome to the first issue of the Fishing Industry Protocol for 
Archaeological Finds (FIPAD) Newsletter. Its purpose is to 
promote the Protocol, publicise the archaeological material 
discovered during the day to day operations of the Sussex 
fishing fleet, and share information on its identification and 
recording.

Finds to Date

Since February, two anchors, a lead ingot, a plane wing, 16 
bottles and jugs, a plane propeller, an unidentified steel object 
and a cannonball have been reported under the Protocol. All 
these items have been recorded and, where necessary reported 
to the Receiver of Wreck in order to discharge the finder’s 
obl igat ion under the Merchant Shipping Act ,  1995. 
Archaeological reports have been sent to the finders, the local 
contacts and the relevant Historic Environment Records.

FIPAD Results to Date

Ÿ 64+ meetings and 8 events have 
been attended.

Ÿ Over 5500+ people have seen the 
FIPAD stall at events in Sussex.

Ÿ Promotional material has been 
distributed to 16 local museums, 
harbour masters, marinas and 
fishermen’s societies in addition 
to the local contacts and other 
interest groups.

Ÿ Direct contact with the fishermen 
is growing, as is awareness of 
the project.

Ÿ In addition to updating the website 
(https://fipad.org/), a project 
Facebook page has now been 
launched (search for ‘FIPAD’ 
or use the full address: 
https://www.facebook.com/fishingfin
dsprotocol).

Ÿ News articles have appeared in 
Fishing News, Chichester Observer 
and Britain at War.

Ÿ Fifteen schools, colleges and local 
societies have been contacted, 
or have informally discussed 
presentations/talks with the HEFLO.

Ÿ Finally, and most importantly, 
26 new discoveries have already 
been reported.

50 kg, 18th-century lead ingot recovered at Rye

FIPAD acts as a form of mitigation 
against the negative impacts of 
fishing on unknown heritage 
assets. The scheme works in 
collaboration with the Sussex 
Inshore Fisheries Conservation 
Authority (Sussex IFCA) to help 
fishermen voluntari ly report 
archaeological  finds e i ther 
online or through the Historic 
Environment Fisheries Liaison 
Officer (HEFLO).

The role of the Historic 
Envi ronment F isher ies 
Liaison Officer is to improve 
the exchange of information 
by increasing the reporting 
of new discoveries; collating 
in fo rmat ion  on  legacy 
material, seabed fasteners, 
and material returned to 
the seabed; and increasing 
the identification of finds.

For more information about 
FIPAD, including how to 
report a discovery made 
off the Sussex coast, visit 
http://Fipad.org
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As with all archaeological finds, some are easy to identify and 
find a history for, and others a complete mystery! Take this 
anchor, for example. We know it’s a 1822 patent, Piper pivoting 
hinge single fluke, stock in head, crown-stocked design. As to 
why it was manufactured in bronze and has no maker’s or 
owner’s marks on it we simply don’t know! If you have any 
information on it, please get in touch and let us know so that we 
can share it with the finder and the wider community.

Dating Glass Bottles

Below are a few simple tips on dating glass bottles. If you have 
any questions the finds experts at Wessex Archaeology will be 
more than happy to help identify your find.

Internal screw stoppers were patented in 1872, solving many of 
the problems previously associated with closing beer and 
mineral water bottles. Early internal screw thread bottles still had 
a blob top finish, though this had disappeared by the early 1900s, 
being replaced by the straight side finish, or crown top which was 
patented in 1892. Codd bottles, with the marble stopper, were 
patented in 1875, and had largely fallen out of favour in the UK by 
the 1930s.

The registration of trademarks began in 1875 with the passing of 
the Trade Marks Registration Act allowing their formal 
registration at the UK Patent Office for the first time. 

Photo tips

Ÿ Take plenty of pictures from as 
many different angles as possible. 
This is particularly important with 
objects that might deteriorate on 
the surface or have to be returned 
to the seabed.

Ÿ Do take additional photos of any 
detail, repairs or modifications you 
might see, such as maker’s marks 
and stamps.

Ÿ If possible, use a photo scale 
(a biro for smaller objects or a 
shovel for larger objects make 
good substitutes).

Ÿ Waterproof A4 & A3 photo scale 
sheets are available on request.

Ÿ Try not to cast a shadow across 
the object.

Ÿ Do include a piece of paper with the 
date and your boat’s PLN in at least 
one of the pictures.

Ÿ If you don’t have the data allowance 
to email the images to us, share it 
with us via HEFLO@FIPAD on 
WhatsApp. Alternatively, text or 
call and we will get back to you 
to arrange a visit to record the 
item with you.

FIPAD/HEFLO 
Alistair Byford-Bates

Contact Details:

Mobile: 07803 576792 
Office tel: 03303 133463
Email: fipad@wessexarch.co.uk

http://fipad.org
https://facebook.com/fishingfindsprotocol
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