
Introduction

Welcome to the third issue of the Fishing Industry Protocol for 
Archaeological Finds (FIPAD) Newsletter. Its purpose is to 
promote the protocol, publicise archaeological material 
discovered by the Sussex fishing fleet, and share information on 
object identification and recording.

FIPAD provides mitigation against 

potential negative impacts of fishing 

on previously unknown heritage assets. 

The scheme works in collaboration 

with the Sussex Inshore Fisheries 

Conservation Authority (Sussex 

IFCA) to help fishermen voluntarily 

report archaeological finds either 

online or through the Historic 

Environment Fisheries Liaison 

Officer (HEFLO).

Changes to FIPAD

FIPAD relaunched in 2016 as a 

two-year pilot project with the generous 

support of the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Funding draws to an end in March this year, and unfortunately, 
despite approaching several possible sources, no further 
funding has been obtained. Therefore, several changes to the 
project will come into effect over the next few months to ensure 
discoveries made by the fishing community can continue to be 
reported and their contributions to our shared heritage can 
continue to be recognised.

As part of the legacy of the current FIPAD project, finds will be 
recorded through the Marine Antiquities Scheme (MAS) and the 
information shared with the wider community through the online 
database of finds that this has generated. The MAS app was 
modified last year to highlight contributions from the fishing 
community (read more below). Already more than a dozen 
fishing finds have been reported through the app! 

In addition, it will still be possible to report finds through the 
FIPAD website, which will remain active.
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News & Finds

Littlehampton Exhibition

On 6 January 2018 a FIPAD 
exhibition opened at Littlehampton 
Museum at the Manor House, 
Church Street in Littlehampton. 
Owned and run by Littlehampton 
Town Council, this free to visit 
attraction is open six days a week 
and will house the exhibit through 
until 2 March 2018. Items on display 
include cannon, an anchor, a lead pig 
or ingot as well as many smaller 
finds and some of the more unusual 
finds recovered off the Sussex coast.

Newhaven Finds

It has been a busy few months in 
Newhaven with 12 finds reported. 
These have included Hamilton 
bottles, aircraft material and ships 
remains. Two of the more interesting 
finds have been the reporting of a 
‘Rig-A-Lite’ spotlight, probably lost off 
a boat working in the channel, rather 
than a shipwreck, and the remains of 
a beam end from a small ship, with 
evidence for the iron knees that held 
it still visible. This piece of timber is 
from the period when wooden ships 
were gradually being augmented by 
iron components to make them 
stronger, before iron and steel finally 
took over in the construction of most 
ships due to its lower costs 
compared to wood.

‘Rig-A-Lite’ work light recovered off 
Newhaven in December 2017
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The biggest change will be that the role of the Historic 
Environment Fisheries Liaison Officer will be ending, and with it 
the active presence of an archaeologist in the Sussex Ports. 
However, there will still be the ability to speak to a marine 
archaeologist about any material found and reported, through 
the MAS process, and the process will continue to provide 
reports and feedback from the investigation of finds. 

The Project’s Legacy

During the last two years, 46 reports have been received through 
the protocol, ranging from the prehistoric through to finds that 
were produced until fairly recently. 

These discoveries have improved our understanding of the sorts 
of material encountered and recovered by the fishing fleet, but 
also the pressures on the fishing community and how these 
affect days at sea and the opportunity to encounter 
archaeological material. 

The material reported has been shared with the wider 
community and the local Historic Environment Records as well 
as the National Record of the Historic Environment. This 
provides a permanent record, which is available for future 
researchers and the public researching local history and finds.

Reporting Finds Via MAS

With the long and busy days that many of the fishermen work, a new method to help simplify the reporting 
process has been created. Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Marine Antiquities Scheme (MAS) 
smart phone app was updated, allowing fishing to be recorded as a separate activity, distinguishing these 
finds from diving and general activities. The app is simple to use and available for both the Android and 
iOS operating systems at https://marinefinds.org.uk/ or via the relevant app stores.  

The app allows the finder to locate, record and submit details of any finds, attaching images, a location 
and a description. Once submitted a confirmation email is received, including a pre-populated Report of 
Wreck and Salvage form that needs be signed and sent to the Receiver of Wreck. 

MAS information is available to be searched and downloaded from the website by members of the public 
along with the National Record of the Historic Environment and Historic Environment Record Offices.

Unusual ships timbers, possibly 19th century, 
recovered off Eastbourne and currently being 
researched

19th century ships timber 
recovered off Newhaven
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